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Reqguest: Alley Vacation

AAIl City departments have signed off

ASupported by Downtown Austin
Neighborhood Association

ANo opposition from adjacent property owners
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DOWNTOWN AUSTIN
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

RE: Block 87 - Cielo project
Honorable Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem, and Council,
We recently met with a representative of Cielo Property Group to discuss their plans for
Block 87, located between St. David’s and the ARCH. Based on that discussion, we want
to convey our support for the alley vacation and encroachment agreements Cielo is

proposing. We also want to urge the Council to update the city’'s approach to traffic impact
analyses for downtown projects.

1. Alley vacation

DANA supports the approach to alley vacations set out in the Downtown Plan:

Vacation or abandonment of alleys should be avoided, and occur only in
special circumstances where equivalent off-street service facilities are
provided (e.g., with a full-block development), and where such vacation
does not result in a need for on-street servicing/loading. (TP-1.3, p. 146.)

While DANA generally prefers to see alleys to remain intact, the present situation involves
special circumstances that meet the criteria set out in TP-1.3:

Cielo is proposing a full-block development.
The open area Cielo is proposing below grade would allow trucks to provide
services and maneuver without any need for on-street servicing/loading.

e \We understand that staff will require a restrictive covenant providing that services

must be provided on-site, which will ensure that the concerns reflected in TP-1.3

are addressed even if this project does not materialize.
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AFull block development

AAIl services to be provided esite
AOnly alley in area to connect to is one block to east

A Allows for ground floor space to hesed for retail instead
of loadingAAligns with Imagine Austin goals:

AEncourage infill that mix uses and maximize alternate modes



ADeveIop community gathering places, esp in Activity CetErshance
streetscapes






Downtown Austin Plag
Alley Vacations



TP-1.3: Maintain alleys as the principal means of loading, servicing and parking
aCCess.

Downtown is fortunate to have a comprehensive system of mid-block alleys that
provide rear service access to most properties. These alleys relieve pressure on the
streets, allowing them to function for pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular circulation.
However, alleys are often congested with dumpsters, power poles and even above-
grade grease traps that prevent them from functioning properly. The following
policies are aimed at preserving and enhancing alleys, and improving their efficiency
as both service corridors and for access and egress to parking within a development:

Vacation or abandonment of alleys should be avoided, and occur only in special
circumstances where equivalent off-street service facilities are provided (e.g.,
within a full-block development), and where such vacation does not resultin a
need for on-street servicing/loading.

All development abutting an alley should be required to use alleys for loading,
servicing and trash collection.
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